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criteria, and the previously satisfactory

G|8.SQOW Studio 1 Refurbished acousti cs, have  been preserved with

little noticeable difference.

dasgow Studio 1 returned to full service To accomodate the new mxing desk, it
in Decenber after refurbishment, coincid- was necessary to build a new control
ing with the 50th anniversary of the cubi cl e. Wth no space available in BH,
Scottish Symphony Orchestra. The studio a three-storey extension to the studio

boasts a new control room solo instru- was built to house new air-conditioning
ment annex and inproved acoustic treat- plant, an instrument store, a recording
ment . Part of the refurbishment included channel and the control cubicle.

the restoration of the audience |obby,

which was restored to its pre-war ele- In keeping with other nusic studios, the
gance. control cubicle has been equipped with a

48 channel Solid State Logic SL4000E
mul titrack desk, though not yet provided
with its autonation computer. Thr ee
Studer A80 twin-track tape machines and a
gram deck have been installed, along with
a Lyrec nultitrack tape machine wth
renote control, previously housed in an
OB vehicle. The control cubicle is also
equi pped with AMS RMX16 and EMI. 244 di gi -
tal reverberation units and an AVS DMX15-
80/S along wth Lexicon PCWA1 digital
delay units. Quality audio monitoring is
via LS5/8 s and provision has been made
for studio visual nonitoring using a Sony
CCTV system

Studio 1 entered service in Novenber
1938, being an addition to the Queen

Margaret  Buil di ng formerly a nedical
coll ege which produced the first female
doctor. Apart from updating the control

desk and associated audio processing
equi pment, nothing has been done to the
fabric of the studio since then. Used
mainly for orchestral and audience shows,
the nmain change as a result of this
ref ur bi shent was the renoval of the
choir rostrum and restoration of the
wooden fl oor. Gone is the old wooden
wall panelling which was designed "to
give the best conditions for the type of
programre” (Engineering Information No 7,
sept enber 1938). In its place, nmodern  The restored audience lobby at Queen
panelling has been installed to the sane Margaret s Building, d asgow
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MSS Into Full Service

The BBC s new nessage switching system
(MSS) was put into service on Novenber

3rd, 1985. This replaces the old ADX
system which had been in service from
1970. Since Mrch 1984, however, a
temporary installation had been in use
after the failure of the ADX hardware,

and pending conmpletion of the software

for the final MSS system

The MSS provides
service for

a store and forwarding
textual messages between any
termnals connected to it. Simple ad-
dress-codes added to the top of nessages
instruct the MSS as to where they should
be sent. The MSS is used for nmany dif-
ferent purposes. News items are distrib-
uted this way to newsroons and |ocal
radio stations, booking schedules are
sent to control-roons and transmtter
fault reports from MCs are sent to
studio centres. In addition, the Telex

connections enable messages to be ex-
changed wth UK and overseas organ-
isations for such things as travel,
shi pping of goods, and orders for equip-
ment .

The conmputers which support the MS are
located in the |lower-ground floor of
Broadcasting House. They consist of six
DEC PDP 11/44s, each equipped wth 1
nmegabyte of nenory, dual 67 negabyte
exchangeabl e disc-drives, and multiple
i nput and output interfaces. The proces-
sors are interconnected via a high speed
bus, so that as far as the user is con-
cerned the system behaves as if it were a

singl e conputer.

The computer room is situated on the

General

View of MSS conputer room
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opposi te side of
Central
whence
wi thin

the building from the
Tel econmuni cat i ons Area (ATA),
data-circuits to the MSS wusers
the BBC are distributed. Connec-
tions between these two areas is made
using individual limted-distance nodens
for each circuit. At present there are
about 400 of these, although the present
capacity of the MSS is 312 two-way |ines.
Sufficient space has been allowed in the

continued on page 12

Transmitters Opened

The following transmitters have opened or
changed since Cctober:-

Unhf Tel evi si on

Aust wi ck N Yorks

Cef n- Mawr d wyd

Tr ef echan M d d anorgan

Br ought on Bor der s

Aveton G fford Devon

Dunsf ord Devon

Hope- under - Di nnor e Hereford & Worcs
W nshi | | Staffs

Fal st one Nor t hunber | and
Ferryside Dyf ed

M ddl et on Gr Manchester
Brailes War wi cks

Miul donagh Co Londonderry

d audy Co Londonderry
Hamer smit h London, W

Ll angurig Powys

El ton Cheshire

Sutton Coldfield new uhf aerial
Black Hill new uhf aerial
Mynydd  Enroch extended coverage
Cat er ham extended coverage
Bl aenau Gnent extended coverage
Vhf radio

LI anddona Stereo

Ll angol | en Stereo

Local Radio Frequency Changes

Radi o Kent Swi ngat e

Radi 0 Sussex Heat hfiel d

Radi 0 Sussex Rei gat e

R York Ackl am Wl d

MF @ Nev Transnitters

Radio Wl es. For den



