The Story of
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THE LATEST GIANT OF BROADCASTTNG

Aun impression of the new Drowich Station, which will “take over’ from Daventry 5 XX this weck-cud

‘The Radio Times announces the opening
of Droitwich Transmitting Station.
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A NEW SITE FOR THE MIDLAND TRANSMITTER

Beginning of a Further Chapter to the many Cenfuries of Droitwich Histor)f

in the decision o rebuild on a2 site just out-

wide Droitwich the long-wave National and
Midland Regional trunsmitring stations now located
st Daventry.  Pictures of the site seleeted, which ja
vhine to the Dircningham-Direiiwich main road, have
sppeared i the Dinminghain preis.  Soan Diait-
weel v i be 35 Tamiliar & name to listeners ag Daventry
has hecnme. [t was broadcasting prineipally that
maide Daventry known, and brol.duning will eon-
ninue tu kecp it knawn through the Empire Station
which was recently opened there.  Liroitwich, on
the other hand, hecause of it reputation as a health
resort, sunny snd sslubrinus, with brawtitully laid-
out gardens, was slrcady md:l}' known beflure it was
chosen oy & site for heoadoastuing purpaoscs, and the
wider notice it will receive will ms dowht be welcomed
by rthe local develupment swsociation.  In Homan
tirmves Droewich waa s important centre, amdd a road
was built acrom 10 it fiem Lincalnshire.  Under the
Normans it wet one of the HKinu's own demeines,
snd Hing john farmed it out to the burpesses. The
Hoyalist Army wes quartered there for = time estly
in the Civil War, %‘he borough srill maintains its

THr-,nr, has been great interest in the Midlaods
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| - WYCHBOLD BROADCASTING STATION

LANDMARK BY DAY AND NIGHT.

The two huge acrial masts whicli are being
erected by tho B.B.C. at their new broadcasting
station al Wychbold will he landmarks by day
and night.

Duriog the waking hours theic 700 feet of
Iattice steel wvake them the most prominent
feature of the Worcestershire plain, snd from
dusk onwarda brilliant electric lamps of many
thousand candle povreral. the top of the structuras
will flagh & warning to low {lying aircraft.

(etting the masts up is o tricky job, and
bundreds of tous of concrete were used to give a
socure foundation. High speed electric lifts
are -to be &onstructed inside the niasts, and
e.ngmeera will bp able to shoot up sleft in a few
seconids. " -

The station,. which it is stated is Lo be called
“* Droitwich," will be the biggest controlled by
the B.B.C. When itis opened inuhout 12 months'
time its voice will be the loudest in Europe.

SEP 2 1933

=
REPORTS ON THE WYCHBOLD B.B.C. TESTS, "

DROI‘I’“’I’CE{ HEARD AT ABERDEEN.

From r-epart.g which h.wu been receu'ed from

transmissions from the Droitwich National statign
it is already established that the quality will ‘Be
extremely good in comparisom with that of
Daventry 5XX. The comparative field strength
is generally put as being about two to one. The
most distant point from which the B.B.C. has
received reports 3 Aberdeen, where signal strength
was potably better than 5XX. Fading was very
much less, althougl there was some fading, this.
being understandable considering that the distance
from the transmitting point is 350 miles. It will
be recalled that the Scottish wedium-wave
National transmitter ia to be retained, because
it is felt that the aew station may not pul out a
reliahile service at all tinies in Scotland.

The B.B.C. has now stated that the Midland
Regional station iz te have an entirely new
transmitter, and i3 not Lo be cynipped with one
of the medium-wave National transmitters which
will e displaced by the new long-wave station.
A statement as fo the time of the introduction of
the new regionnl transmitter will be made when
the . Droitwichi station is opened on Thussday,
September 8Lh.

various stations which have picked up the test |

[AUG. 25 (934

Hland Hegion—i1 nat

DROITWICH CALLING.
WYCHRBOLD STATION.

“This is the long-wave Natioual Lransmitler
at Droitwich testing ' is a wireless unnouscement
of peculiar local interest, which hax Leen heard
for the first time this week. Official Lests of the
B.B.C, super station at Wychbold began on
Monday from 12.5 to 3.0 a.m., and will continue
daily (except Sundays) until August 3lst, at a
power of 150 kilowatts, with normal modulation.
Later on, during August, tests will also be held
bolwoen the hours of 7.0 and 9.0 a.m. to ascertaiu
the strength and quality of reception in daylight.
tirasmophone records are used, and the programmes
consist mainly of dsoce music. Reports are
being gathered from the engineering point of view
to judge tha strength of the transmitter compared
with Daventry §X X. At the later stages of the
tests quality of reception will be more carefully
teated with chamber music and speech.

Preliminary tests had been going on for several
weeks, both of the carrier wave of the new
trunsmitter snd of music by means of records,
hut no pre-arranged schedule had been disclosed.
Now anyons, caring to sit up till the amall hours
of the morning can judge for themselves the
strength and quality of this new giant of the air,
which is expected to take over the XNational
programme on September Oth. Provision is also
being made for the erection of & new trnnsmitter
for Midland Regional at Wychbold. This will
probably come into operation before the end of
the year.

It is of particular interest tu people in this
district to note the effect of broadcasts by such a
powerful transmitter ouly a few miles away.
The pew transmitter promises to give results

TESTING

superior to those obtained from Daventry, which

'ia not to be wondered at, since Droitwich is the

last word in transmitter construction, and should
set & standard for the rest of the world. The
{records that have been broadeast included
orchestral and voice performances of a type

caleulated to bring out its possibility, and with
the exceplion of the xylophone, every iustrument
&8 well as the operatic soprano, came over cleanly
and with excellent quality.

So far as volume is concerned, listeners whe do
not possess modern: selective sets, and who wish
to get other long-wave stations from the Continent,
will prubnbly flnd, Droitwich diffieult to tune out.
Power is certainly great, but  the dreaded
“apresd "—that is, the effect of blotting out
whole sections of the long-wave band—is not as
bad as was .feared., It sccms that o peally
officient three-valve set should bo able Lo deal
fairly adequately with it. If this is tho case
there will be nothing at all to fear from Lho new
Midlund stetion when it gets going, because of the
low wave-length on’which it will radiate.

AUG 4 1934
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